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Basic Composition… 

…Rule of Thirds 



Rule of Thirds 

The Grid – Most manufacturers  
have the option to switch on or 
off the grid.   

I would recommend that people new to 
photography switch this function on just 
to get you into the practice of using the 
Rule of Thirds. 



Rule of Thirds 
The Grid – With the Grid 
switched on you will find it easier 
to compose your shots. 

You will see from the first image that the Girl is on the right vertical third.  
Her Left eye (the leading eye) is on the intersection of two lines. This is good 
practice, it could be that her eye is on the bottom right intersection, as long as 
she is looking into the picture as shown by the green arrow. 



Rule of Thirds 
The Grid – With the Grid 
switched on you will find it easier 
to compose your shots. 

You will see from 
this image that the 
leading flower is on 
the third the rest of 
the image is taking 
on one of the other 
rules that I will 
cover later. 



Rule of Thirds 
The Grid – With the Grid 
switched on you will find it easier 
to compose your shots. 

In this slide you will see 
that the glasses are on 
the intersection of the 
left and top lines. The 
books are set on the 
left vertical.  
You will also see that 
there are two more  
compositions that can 
be seen within the 
image; do you know 
what they are? 



Basic Composition… 

…Rule of Thirds including 

Composition 



Rule of Thirds including 

Composition 
In this picture (Left) you will see that 
the musician is set to the right of the 
picture; her eyes are looking to the 
right or looking OUT of the picture. 
This is not good practice but it can be 
carried off as demonstrated (left). 

In this picture (Right) you will see that 
the musician is set to the left of the 
picture; her eyes are looking to the right 
or looking INTO the picture. This is the 
correct method of composition in this 
type of picture;  but as you can see they 
both look okay, but what would a judge 
choose? 



Basic Composition… 

…Rule of Thirds using  

Golden Mean 



Introducing the Golden Ratio & the 

Rule of Thirds 
The spiral uncoils at first within the small section 
(1) the focal point, then progresses into (2), as it 
uncoils into (3) which takes up 3/8 of the vertical 
part of the picture, and then flows out to the 
larger part (5 & 8). In a photo the focal point 
would be at the tightest curl of the spiral (1), 
which is actually a little nearer the corner than the 
intersection points on the example. 
So the viewer's eye is drawn to a well placed focal 
point, before being taken through the image as it 
unfolds around golden ratio proportions. It's a 
handy way of approaching shots that you'd like to 
be both neatly composed and dynamic. 



Introducing the Golden Ratio & the 

Rule of Thirds 

So have a go at dividing the scene in your viewfinder 
into horizontal and/or vertical parts measured roughly 
by the golden ratio. Split your view into one bit 2/8; 
one bit 3/8; one bit 5/8. Use the little square in the 
middle as a guide for focal points, then continue 
working the image out from that point. It works in 
reverse as well drawing your eye into a point. 
It takes practice to immediately see a potential image 
broken up into pleasing proportions. 



Introducing the Golden Mean & the 

Rule of Thirds 
Here's some more shots to help illustrate 
the idea: 



Introducing the Golden Mean & the 

Rule of Thirds 

Here's some 
more shots to 
help illustrate 
the idea: 



Basic Composition… 

…Rule of Odds (Thirds) 



Composition & the Rule of Odds 

Red = Standard Rule of Thirds 
Blue = Rule of Odds 

As illustrated in the above image; you 
will notice that the two groups (Red & 
Blue) still use the rule of thirds. The Red 
lines identify the Standard Rule of Thirds; 
where as the Blue lines show the Rule of 
thirds but the screen proportions are 
different to the Red lines; they are ODD. 
You will notice that the centre area is in 
this case larger than the outer areas, it 
can work the opposite way as well.  



Basic Composition… 

…Rule of Swish 



Composition using Swish 

The illustrated image of the duck demonstrates 
the Swish line; this form can be found in so 
many views / shots. This particular image also 
shows that the Rule of Thirds has also been 
incorporated thus filling and giving the picture 
a feeling of movement; is the duck swooping; 
landing or taking off? When taking a shot try to 
take these models into consideration. The 
image on the right again uses the Swish Rule to 
take you into the picture giving a feeling of 
depth. 



Composition using Swish 

The illustrated image on the 
right demonstrates the Swish or 
double Swish; you are drawn 
into and through the picture 
with the added bonus of the 
tracks slowly merging in the 
distance thus giving the feeling 
of depth. 



Composition using Swish 

Here's some more shots 
to illustrate the Swish 
theory. 



Basic Composition… 

…using Golden Triangles Rule 



Composition using the  

Golden Triangles Rule 
You can see that the 
Triangles have been 
placed over the Rule of 
Thirds so you can get the 
idea that the Triangles 
are doing the same job 
but working on a 
different plane. 

You could remove one of the 
small triangles forming three 
triangular sections, a large 
triangle, a medium triangle 
and a small triangle, and 
fitting the three most 
significant parts of a scene 
inside these triangles.  



Composition using the  

Golden Triangles Rule 

Examples   



Composition using the  

Diagonal Rule 

The Diagonal Rule states that a photograph looks more 
dynamic if the objects fall or follow a diagonal line. The 
diagonal line doesn’t have to be an actual line and it 
doesn’t have to be a straight one.  Use your judgement. 
Things leading from one corner to its diagonally 
opposed one will work even if they are loosely aligned. 
It’s all about suggestion after a certain stage. 

One side of the picture is divided into two, and then 
each half is divided into three parts. The adjacent 
side is divided so that the lines connecting the 
points form a diagonal frame. Diagonal Rule, are 
important elements of the picture they should be 
placed along these diagonals. 



Basic Composition… 

…Composition & Framing 



Composition & Framing  

By being aware of the various 
elements or components when 
composing a shot, the 
photographer can produce 
high-quality shots that include 
all the important elements 
while excluding irrelevant 
material.  

Professional shot composition requires 
perfect framing of each shot. This requires 
the addition of elements that give 
perspective to the main focus of the 
photograph.  



Composition & Framing  

After you have chosen the elements 
to be included into your shot, try to 
frame your shot using objects or 
natural items to crop or enhance the 
shot otherwise known as editing 
your image before the shot. 

Photography is the art of including some things 
while omitting others; this is the main object of 
framing.  



Basic Composition… 

…Photographing Groups 



Photographing Groups  
I have put together a group of sketch drawings 
of different poses/positions for small group of 
three up to the large groups that you may find 
helpful. 
 
Groups of Three or Four 



Photographing Groups  
I have put together a group of sketch drawings 
of different poses/positions for small group of 
three up to the large groups that you may find 
helpful. 
 
Groups of Three or Four 



Photographing Groups  
I have put together a group of sketch drawings 
of different poses/positions for small group of 
three up to the large groups that you may find 
helpful. 
 
Groups of Five or More 



Basic Composition… 

…Photographing Portraits 



Photographing Portraits  
These Images are just to give you some idea of 
the way the Rule of Thirds & the Swish can be 
used when taking a Portrait. 



Photographing Portraits  
More Images to give you ideas of poses or objects 
or back drops to incorporate in to a Portrait. 



Photographing Portraits  
More Images to give you ideas of poses or objects 
or back drops to incorporate in to a Portrait. 



More Images to give you ideas of poses or objects 
or back drops to incorporate in to a Portrait. 

Photographing Portraits  



Try doing some Black and White Portraits they are 
stunning and can be dramatic. 

Photographing Portraits  



Basic Composition… 

Thanks for attending tonight's 

tutorial & for your attention… 

…By Ian Johnson 


